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See village calendar 

on back page for regular 
events

From the editor 
As always, there’s plenty going 
on to get you out and about in 
the village. Even though it’s 
getting colder outside, there are 
lots of warm welcomes to be 
found at village groups and 
events.
Let me know what’s going on at  
woicrudwell@gmail.com
Many thanks!          
Katie Hawkins

How to Bake 
Amazing Bread

Murcott Farm Shop 
20 November 7-9 pm

See page 11

Crudwell Christmas 
Fair 

Village Hall 

Saturday 6 December
11am-- 4pm

See page 10

Elizabeth to Elizabeth:
Four Centuries of British Art 

Lecture @ Crudwell Village Hall 
  11 November 13.45

Contact
https://www.theartssocietymalm

esbury.org.uk/  

mailto:woicrudwell@gmail.com
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/




Thanks to everyone who supported the Dorothy House Quiz in 
October. Quiz masters Stuart and Stephanie Jackson challenged the 
70 participants with questions on a variety of subjects. We raised the 
amazing sum of £897. Thanks to all who donated raffle prizes 
including The Wheatsheaf (Crudwell), The Thames Head (near 
Kemble) and The Greyhound (Siddington).

Judy Paginton and Malmesbury Friends 
of Dorothy House

The sun was shining as friends and neighbours
came along to the church to support this year’s 
Crudwell  MacMillan Coffee Morning.

Along with the chatter and laughter, enough coffee and cake was 
consumed to raise the magnificent sum of £877.00, which will grow 
still further with the addition of Gift Aid.
Huge thanks go out to my wonderful band of loyal helpers who 
baked, brewed, washed up and helped me make this coffee morning 
happen.  Thanks also go to everyone who gave raffle prizes, cakes 
and donations. The wonderful folk of Crudwell have done it again!

Diana Hodgson

Thank you to the small number of volunteers 
who donated their time and effort to help clear
 the Swillbrook on the final Sunday in September. 
Removing silt from the river reduces flood risk for everybody 
so please think about your availability the next time we need 
help.
Crudwell Flood Action Group FLAG



Exciting times at the village hall. While you’d notice there’s already been 
some new trees planted (providing cover near the outdoor gym and tennis 
courts), we’re also close to our next phase of developing our ‘park’ with more 
wildflower, shrub, and tree planting planned at the bottom end of the field 
before Christmas. Thanks so much to Hilary Warner for leading this work.

Meanwhile, it’s time the 5-a-side goals had an update. New goals are being 
ordered and those too should be with us before winter properly sets in. We’ll 
also be sure to have the new full-sized pitch marked out and goal nets in 
place before the annual Boxing Day free-for-all.

We’re finally upgrading the sound system. New speakers, mics, and 
amplifiers have arrived and will soon be in place to provide the regular clubs 
and ad-hoc parties with some much-improved audio. Thanks to Tom Roberts 
who has helped us source the best solution.

Last, having looked again at the numbers this month, it turns out we’re 
making really good progress towards the funds we’d need to build a bicycle 
pump track. We’ll need some assistance from grant funding but, with another 
24-hour-bike ride in the bank, and some concerted fundraising in 2026, we’ll 
be getting very close. As a result, next year at the village hall could be all 
about the return of community fun nights to bring as many of us together as 
possible and to give the coffers an extra boost.

More on those when we have some firmer plans. In the meantime, if you think 
you’d like to get involved, we’d love to have you. Let me know at 
chair@crudwellvillagehall.org

Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee.

Crudwell Village Hall 

Crudwell Village Hall is a great venue for a variety of functions including children’s parties, 
wedding 
receptions, meetings presentations, as well as activities and clubs.
There is a large fully equipped kitchen, refitted and refurbished facilities, a large hall with a 
capacity of 150 to 200 people, meeting room, large playing filed and a children’s playground 
adjacent to an outdoor fitness area. The hall has free Wi-Fi and drop-down projector screens.
For availability, bookings and more general information, head to our website or email 
bookings@cvhrg.org.uk

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.uk


I cannot believe that we are reaching the end of our first Autumn Term here at 
Crudwell Church of England Primary School – and what an exciting term it has been!
Our three youngest classes all visited Westonbirt Arboretum for the day where they 
were able to join in with many different autumn-based learning activities in the 
beautiful surroundings of the arboretum.
Forest School has started again, with each class having a couple of sessions on site 
to kick start the year. At Crudwell, we love learning outside of the classroom and 
take every opportunity we can to get outside. OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) has 
continued every lunch time and we have seen the opening of our brand-new giant 
sandpit. We welcomed parents last week to a special OPAL stay and play afternoon 
and it seemed that many of our parents also enjoyed the sandpit! We are still 
celebrating Mrs Upton and her team for their Platinum award for OPAL!
Older classes have begun to take part in various sporting festivals with rugby and 
netball having taken place already and many more to come in the run up to 
Christmas!
Finally, we are welcoming many potential new families who are looking around for 
school places in September 2026. It has been a pleasure to show around so many 
families, and we look forward to meeting more as the tours continue into the new 
year. Jo Lee Headteacher

Crudwell CE Primary School

Members of Flood Action Group attended the 2nd second South Cotswolds Flooding 
Summit at the RAU on Saturday 18 October. MP Roz Savage and her team shared 
their progress engaging with public bodies and agencies to make them more 
accountable. Jenny Phelps MBE from the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group 
(FWAG) recommends an integrated local delivery approach. We'd like to talk to local 
farmers directly, in order to understand their priorities and work as a more joined-
up community.
Crudwell PC recently funded and installed a new 2-metre depth gauge that we asked 
for after the Storm Bert floods. It is sited on the upstream side of the road bridge 
and gives us an important measurement that previously was only guesstimated.
The FLAG continues to meet regularly and is collaborating ever closer with the PC on 
maintenance and infrastructure matters. The group will be providing a map to the 
Wiltshire's Principal Drainage Engineer to indicate locations where simple 
improvements would reduce water on roads and the flood risk to property. Please 
contact the group if you need any flood prevention advice or want to be more 
involved.
Crudwell Flood Action Group crudwellflag@gmail.com

Crudwell Flood Action Group



Parish Council November

The Parish Council is pleased to welcome Cllr. Tim Kaner who was formally co-opted 
at the September meeting. There is now one remaining vacancy for a Councillor 
which can be filled by co-option. We are seeking individuals who can commit to 
monthly parish council meetings and have an interest in local issues, planning, 
finance, local area improvements etc. For further information please contact the 
parish clerk (Caroline White) at: parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Meetings: The last meeting of the Council took place on Tuesday the 
23rd of September. All meeting minutes are published on our website at: 
http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/ together with the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Parish Council. Please note that the schedule of meeting dates 
and venue has now been changed from that previously published and the next 
meeting of the Council will take place on Tuesday 25th of November in Crudwell 
Village Hall. Public speaking is permitted during the first ten minutes of all meetings, 
if you wish to attend.
Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG)
We are most grateful to the FLAG working party of volunteers who cleared much 
vegetation and silt from the Swillbrook from the A429 road bridge through the 
adjacent Glebe field on Sunday 28th September.
Information from Wiltshire Council
Advice on help for those struggling with the rising cost of living is available on 
Wiltshire Council’s website at:
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/6665/Council-tax-benefits-and-financial-support 
My-Crudwell mailing list
This is a useful means of getting email notifications about the on-line publication of 
WOIC, important events in our community and news about our new Neighbourhood 
Plan. You can join the mailing list by following this link.
 https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/
What’s on in Crudwell (WOIC)
As you will have seen from last month’s WOIC it is now just over one year since the 
Council took over responsibility for the publication of the journal. This was done as it 
perceived WOIC as a vital means of communication in the community and we had 
therefore for some years subsidised the printing costs. We were able to relaunch 
thanks to Katie Hawkins,our volunteer editor, and Charlotte Bullock with her team of 
distributors. One year on we are incredibly pleased to report that rather than making 
a loss, the journal now breaks even mainly thanks to Katie’s enthusiastic marketing 
and her recruitment of several new advertisers. So, a big thank you to Katie, 
Charlotte and the distribution team for their great voluntary work!
Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk


Neighbourhood Plan November

2031 Neighbourhood Plan Allocation; Tuners Lane
The Planning Application for this site which was allocated in the 2021 made Crudwell 
Neighbourhood Plan remains under consideration by Wiltshire Council.

2038 Neighbourhood Plan Review
The Crudwell Design Code and Guide which forms part of the Reg 14 document set 
for inclusion in the new Neighbourhood Plan has been completed. The Code was 
developed in consultation with us by consultants via a government call-off contract at 
no cost to the Parish Council. A link to this important document which includes 
instructions and guidance to developers of new dwellings or extensions to existing 
homes in Crudwell, is now available on our website at https://www.my-
crudwell.org/content/uploads/2025/08/250723_Crudwell-DDC_FINAL_LR.pdf 

We received notification from Wiltshire Council that a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment will be required for our proposed site allocations. This document is an 
important part of the Neighbourhood Plan which helps to ensure that environmental 
considerations are integrated into public sector decision-making to promote 
sustainable development. This technical document is being developed by expert 
consultants via a government call-off contract at no cost to the Parish Council.

Our working group have examined and compared details and draft plans for three 
housing sites offered for allocation to determine their potential sustainability, 
deliverability, and suitability. Steering Group members have now requested that we 
should share information on these sites with you on the basis that we promised that 
we would keep you informed at all stages of the new Neighbourhood Plan’s 
development. This is not at this stage a formal consultation, but we would value your 
informal views of the proposed allocations. We must allocate up to 39 new houses in 
Crudwell in order to meet the new government housing targets. If we do not do this 
and complete our new Neighbourhood Plan, we will be at serious risk of facing much 
larger unwanted speculative applications from developers given the poor housing 
supply position of Wiltshire Council. The sites proposed are:

• Site A: a development of 25 homes at the north of Chapel Close.
• Site B: a development of 14 homes on the current Carpenters Yard site.
• Site C: a development of 40 homes on land to the south of Tetbury Lane 

between The Butts and the village playing fields.
A short questionnaire will be made available soon  via our website where you will be 
invited to give your informal views on the proposed sites.
The Steering Group will determine which of these sites is likely to be the best 
sustainable and deliverable allocation to fulfil our requirement for 39 homes and will 
formally consult on that in the Reg 14 consultation early in the new year. 

https://www.my-crudwell.org/content/uploads/2025/08/250723_Crudwell-DDC_FINAL_LR.pdf
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Crudwell Ladies

On 8th October, Philip Collins talked to us about The Two Ronnies with plenty of 
slides. Of course, most of us remembered the Four Candles sketch and we 
discovered that Ronnie Baker wrote several of the sketches under the name of 
Gerald Wiley. On Wednesday, 12th November, we will be making Christmas 
decorations. One is fairly simple but looks lovely, and the other decoration is more 
complicated but don't worry, as we shall have plenty of guidance from Judy. 
Wednesday 10 December is our planning meeting for the 2026 programme. 
Crudwell Ladies provides the drinks and we each bring along a plateful of nibbles. 
We start 2026 with our very popular evening meal out (venue to be decided) on 
Wednesday 16th January 2026 .
Please contact either Judy Paginton –01666 577370 or Margaret English –  
margaretenglish261@btinternet.com or 01666 577572 for more details.

Crudwell Ladies Lunch Club
The October lunch talk at the Rectory Hotel was truly fascinating. We learnt about 
the mountain gorillas, who always provide such interesting viewing. The 2-course 
lunch at the Rectory Hotel was, as always, very enjoyable, after which we listened  
to the talk. Prospective members are always welcome, as well as guests. Our next 
meeting is on Monday, 17th November. 

For more details contact Maureen Stephens on 07552 233293 or the Crudwell 
Ladies WhatsApp. 

Neighbourhood Plan continued:
A meeting with the representatives of the Parish Council, School Governors, 
Headteacher, Crudwell Church and residents took place on the 24th of September. 
The purpose was to discuss the response from Wiltshire Council concerning draft 
proposals to improve access and provide additional parking facilities. The proposals 
are in response to residents’ requests to ease traffic congestion and hazards at 
school drop off and pick up, and to enable safer pedestrian access to the school. It 
was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan should continue to seek allocation of part 
of the Glebelands field adjacent to the school for parking and a new safe pedestrian 
access to the school playing fields via an upgraded footpath CRUD7 with a new 
pedestrian bridge over the Swillbrook. To that end school and church 
representatives will liaise with landowners and the local MP while the NP group will 
continue to liaise with Wiltshire Council via Councillor Berry.

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley, Chairman, Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

mailto:margaretenglish261@btinternet.com


North Wilts Flower Club

Our Open Evening on November 19th  at Malmesbury Town Hall begins with bubbly 
and canapes and there will be stalls, a chocolate tombola and a raffle for the 
arrangements. Just the thing to get you ready for Xmas.  Demonstrator  Katherine 
Kear has called the evening “Myths, Mince and Merriment”. The doors open at 6.30 
for 7.30pm start. Tickets are £20 for non members.
We are holding a wreath making event at The Riverside in Malmesbury on 29  

November  2-4.30pm, just in time to decorate your door or table for Xmas.  We will 
provide the wreath making materials, just bring some foliage. Please email 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com to book. The cost is £35.00 or £27 for members 
including refreshments. 
At our regular meetings on the third Wednesday of the month, we have plenty of 
parking space and free tea/coffee and cake at the end of the meeting.  We meet at 
Crudwell village hall at 7.00 for 7.30pm start and your first visit as a non member is 
free. We are people who love flowers and although some are florists, many are not. 
So please don’t be afraid to come along. You will be welcome.
Finally, just to add that  we are having our Christmas lunch on December 17th at 
12.30 for 1pm at the Royal Ship Luckington. In July we are visiting David Austin 
Roses.  We would love you to join us.
Cathy Carroll 07703299277 carollcath@aol.com

Tai Chi 
It will be lovely to have our teacher, Faith, back again and in full health. We have 
all really missed her smile and kindness. She starts again on Tuesday, 28th 
October and it will be great to see her again in Crudwell Village Hall. Each 
session starts at 11.30am for 1 hour. Everyone is very welcome, just wear 
comfortable non-slip shoes and casual clothes. After this break, we will all be a 
bit rusty in remembering the routines, but it doesn't matter, Faith is very patient 
with us all. Carmel Straughan on 577502 and Margaret English on 577572. 

Coffee & Chat
Everyone is welcome to our monthly coffee mornings in Crudwell Church, when 
our sociable gathering enjoys the refreshments, raffle and catching up with 
friends and neighbours.  The proceeds all go towards the maintenance of the 
Church building itself and the churchyard.  We meet on Wednesday 12 
November between 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon.  In December the date for your diaries 
is Wednesday 10 December, when we will be joined by a Ukulele band.
Rosemary Williams can be contacted on 01666 575073 for further information.

mailto:nwvflowerclub@gmail.com


Greetings from All Saints Church
Down the ages, there have been a number of memorable short speeches.

Winston Churchill’s rousing World War 2 address to the embattled British
People We will fight on the Beaches, was approximately 308 words long.
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address contains 272 words, as a
foundational statement of American values.
The standard ‘X’ (formally Twitter) account allows you 280 characters per tweet.

By comparison, The Lord’s Prayer, or as many refer to it as, the Disciples Prayer, is 
made up of only 57 words in the original Greek.
57 words to change our perspective on God, ourselves, and the world.
57 words that lead to our flourishing and that change the world.
It has been said that this short Prayer encompasses all of time:
the past - forgive us our sins.
the present - give us our daily bread.
the future - deliver us from temptation. 
In doing so, it meets all our requirements:-
Our Spiritual, Physical and Moral needs.
All in just 57 Greek words!
Reverend Bob Molton

Crudwell Christmas Fair
Village hall 

Saturday 6th December
11am -4pm

Festive Food &  Mulled Wine     Christmas Stalls     Tombolas       Raffle 

Do come along to this wonderful community  event!

If you are able to help on the day running a stall or setting up, please let Helen 
Dawson on 07427 658102 or Caer Rice-Smith on 07745 782727 know. All offers of 
help are very much appreciated.

 Please leave any items that at might be suitable for the tombola (adult or children), 
at the church. Thank You.



Short Mat Bowls

Badminton



I 

WE HAVE RELOCATED to a bigger and better premises. 

The same team, in a bigger premises, with more services to offer!

Where have we moved to? 

You can find us at Unit 4, Whitewalls Industrial Estate, Easton Grey, Malmesbury, 

SN16 0RD. Contact us as before on 01666 577 242 and 

service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk

Can’t get to us? - Free collection and delivery available 

We hope to welcome you to our new facility soon and thank you for your continued 

support.

Get Bowled Over by Short Mat Bowls
As we are now approaching Autumn/Winter seasons and gentle exercise might 
not be so inviting so how about having friendly company whilst building up 
skills for a new hobby? You don’t have to commit to becoming a ‘match player’ 
just be a ‘team player’ for fun and exercise. Want to know more?  Please 

contact Anita - anitahill.smith@gmail.com or 07977566883’

mailto:service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk
mailto:anitahill.smith@gmail.com


Parish Council and Community Report Nov 24

FRENCH/GERMAN LESSONS
Tuition given in either French or German, any level, beginners to A level, by experienced 
language teacher.
• Oral practice in preparation for exams
• Adult conversation classes
• Help with grammar
• Individual or small group lessons
For more information call Elizabeth on 07742 594322
                                       Email Liz.churchill@outlook.com 



       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk
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