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VILLAGE

BULLETIN

BOARD 

See village calendar 

on back page for regular 
events

Date for your diary

24 Hour Bike Ride 
20-21 June 

Crudwell Church is looking for more 

volunteers to help keep this beautiful 
building spick and span.

If you can help just twice a year, 
contact Margaret English

01666 577572
margaretenglish261@btinternet.com

Crudwell Post Office
Will be closed from
Monday 19 January

Reopening Monday 2 
February

Crudwell Primary School
Is looking for a School 

Governor

Interested?
See pages 4-5 

Inigo Jones and the 
Renaissance in England

Crudwell Village Hall - lecture
13th January 

Contact:
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.

org.uk

From the editor 
Wishing everyone a very happy new year and looking forward to 
hearing about what’s happening in the village in 2026. 
Katie Hawkins
woicrudwell@gmail.com

https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/




The 6th Crudwell Santa Dash saw 
around 50 santas, seven dogs and
 two horses making their way around 
the 5k course covering all the streets of Crudwell.  The weather was 
perfect, crisp, sunny and dry. Lovely to see new faces and teams, as 
well as regular participants this year. Some had already completed a 5k 
Park Run earlier in the morning.  I'm not sure whether PB's were 
broken, but 100% of the starters crossed the finish line and everyone 
had a big smile on their face.
 Special thankyou to Sasa's Indian Bar & Kitchen and Oaksey Park Golf 
& Leisure for donating some fabulous prizes.  All proceeds go to 
supporting Crudwell C of E Primary School  Thankyou also to all the 
marshals, without whom the Crudwell Santa Dash couldn't go 
ahead.  We are now off to put our feet up in the Potting Shed to plan 
next year's event......
Leon Horton 

   The 2nd Crudwell Christmas Fair took place on 
    6 December and what a lovely event it was. There 

   were stalls to purchase those Christmas presents, 
along with some fun ones to win prizes, a cake or hundreds of sweets. 
We changed the refreshments this year in honour of Christmas by 
offering turkey rolls with all the trimmings. Everyone seemed to enjoy 
them, so much so that we sold out.

We don't have the final total yet, but so far, we have raised £1500 for 
our Church. No community event is possible without a vast number of 
helpers and volunteers to organise and run. A big Thank You to the 
committee and all those who helped run a stall on the day.

Also huge thanks to all our sponsors who provided raffle prizes and 
refreshment: Dysons, Andrew Blanch, The Rectory, COOP, Foxley 
Nurseries, Crudwell Garage and The Wheatsheaf. Special thanks to 
Debbie who also cooked the turkey.
Caer Rice-Smith



CO-OPTED GOVERNOR VACANCY
CRUDWELL CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Crudwell Church of England Primary School’s governing body has a vacancy for a 
Co-opted Governor. If you are interested in using your skills, experience and time 
to help make a positive contribution to the school and its pupils, then we would 
love to hear from you.

Enthusiasm, commitment and the time to get involved are the key qualities that 
we’re looking for. However, it would be desirable if you also have a background 
in finance, but this is not essential if you have other skills and experience that 
will add value to the governing body.

What is a school governor?

School governors have a varied and important role in helping our school run 
effectively. They have four core functions:
• Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction for the school.
• Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the 

school and its pupils, and the effective and efficient performance 
management of staff.

• Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its 
money is well spent.

• Ensuring the voices of stakeholders are heard.

The governor role is strategic rather than operational. Governors don’t get 
involved with the day to day running of a school, instead supporting and 
challenging the school’s leadership team to drive school improvement. They 
champion the work the school does.
If you join our governing body, you will serve for a four-year term. Being a school 
governor is a rewarding experience, but it does require a reasonable time 
commitment. There are six governing body meetings each year, and governors 
serve on at least one of our three committees which all meet four to six times a 
year. You will need to dedicate time to be an effective governor. However, 
excellent support and development opportunities are available.

Being a school governor is a commitment and a responsibility but offers you the 
chance to see first-hand the impact you can make in improving education for the 
whole community. You’ll have the ability to influence policies and ways of 
working, truly shaping the school’s future for the better. 



How do I apply?
If you are interested in applying to be a Co-opted Governor at Crudwell Church of 
England Primary School, please complete the application form on the school website 
(https://www.crudwellprimary.co.uk/vacancies) and email it to 
clerk@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk.
In addition, either before or after the submitting an application, we would like you to 
have a discussion with the Chair or Vice Chair of Governors to establish that you fully 
understand the demands of the role and to answer any questions that you may 
have.
Anyone aged 18 or over can apply, except those legally barred from being a 
governor. You do not have to live in Crudwell or be a parent/carer of a pupil at the 
school.
Crudwell Church of England Primary School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. The position is subject to satisfactory 
references and online searches, and a satisfactory enhanced Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) check for criminal convictions and suitability for working with children.

The deadline for applications is Monday 12 January 2026.
For more information, please contact: Tim Kaner, Chair of Governors, Crudwell 
Church of England Primary School – TKaner@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk 

Term 2 has been fun-packed and full of learning! 
Our younger children have performed brilliantly in their production of Secret Angels 
which was enjoyed by parents and carers and a wonderful start to our Christmas 
celebrations. We now eagerly await the EYFS class nativity at church on Friday.
We would like to express our thanks to the Friends of Crudwell School for a 
wonderful and well-attended Christmas Fayre. Together with the online Winter 
Wonderland, extra funds to support school will go towards expanding our offer for 
children in a time when budgets are tight.
The whole school took a trip to The Barn Theatre in Cirencester to watch A 
Christmas Carol where the cast began by introducing themselves and explaining how 
all of the staging and special effects would work. Children and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and were fascinated to learn some of the tricks behind the 
production.
In Crudwell Primary all the children are organised into House Groups and this term 
Mrs Owen led a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and maths) day based 
around the story of the Three Billy Goats Gruff. Children worked in their House 
Groups to build a bridge that would hold the three goats and prevent the troll from 

catching them! Lots of fun and learning was had by all.

Crudwell CE Primary School

https://www.crudwellprimary.co.uk/vacancies
mailto:clerk@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:TKaner@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk


Having spent more time discussing how we invest funds for the best 
outcomes for the whole community, the committee has agreed that the 
priority is a resurfacing of the tennis courts, as well as some work to 
turn them into a more fully functioning multi-sports facility. But there 
are other exciting plans too.
The tennis courts were built about 20 years ago and, notwithstanding a 
retreatment of the surface roughly ten years ago, is in sore need of an 
update. We’re going to take the opportunity to resurface the courts but 
also install lines and movable nets and posts that, in combination, will 
support their use for basketball, netball, pickle ball, and five-a-side, as 
well as tennis. It’s a big job and we’ll need some clear weather, but 
there are other things we’ll be exploring too, including the installation 
of outdoor table tennis tables in one of the cleared spaces near the hall 
and a zip wire at the bottom of the field. Meanwhile, plans for native, 
nature (and human) friendly planting continue. This time next year, we 
hope the space will be an even more active and pleasant space for us 
all.
Being the last update of 2025, I’d like to express my personal thanks to 
the whole committee who continue to dedicate precious time and 
energy to supporting and evolving the hall and its grounds - together 
they are all helping to leave it an even better place for the future.
If you’d like to join the fun, let me know at chair@crudwellvillagehall.org
Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee.

Crudwell Village Hall 

Crudwell Village Hall is a great venue for a variety of functions including children’s parties, 
wedding 
receptions, meetings presentations, as well as activities and clubs.
There is a large fully equipped kitchen, refitted and refurbished facilities, a large hall with a 
capacity of 150 to 200 people, meeting room, large playing filed and a children’s playground 
adjacent to an outdoor fitness area. The hall has free Wi-Fi and drop-down projector screens.
For availability, bookings and more general information, head to our website or email 
bookings@cvhrg.org.uk

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.uk


Crudwell Preschool
Hello everyone and Happy New Year!

At Pre-School we always use the children’s interests as themes to build our setting
on. As a pack away Pre-School, we can change the look and what activities are
available often, and this has really shown how much it has supported our children. 
This was also noticed by our Local Authority Advisory Teacher and our Ofsted 
inspector.
Last month the children were really interested in animals, so we created a veterinary 
practice and an animal rescue centre. This allowed the children to develop new 
knowledge on these important professions and their learning and development was 
also enhanced through using numbers, letters and sounds throughout these themes.
This month they have chosen space. We will be learning a new song about planets,
and we will have replicas of the planets for the children to explore. They will also be
building their own rocket, and we can’t wait to see where they decide to go in it!! 
We will be learning two other songs based on rockets and space. Songs and stories 
are so important for children’s speech and language development and are fun too,
especially when they have actions.
For any more information, please contact me (Cathy) on 07986622191 or
info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk.

Crudwell Ladies
Our December meeting was a really good discussion about our future programme- 
every month has a speaker or suggestion for one. We also filled in the tea/coffee 
and biscuit rota for 2026, which is a very important part of our planning, as you can 
imagine. Of course, the nibbles afterwards were great. They ranged from spicy 
titbits to double chocolate biscuits, so full of calories but enjoyed by us all.  Judy was 
thanked for keeping notes of the dates planned for our next year and for organising 
our Christmas meal, which we enjoy in January. If you weren't able to put your 
name down on the list, contact Judy and just choose your menu.
Full details of our January meetings are on the back page.  Margaret English 

Crudwell Ladies Lunch Club

Thank you to our wonderful committee for organising such a fun Christmas lunch. 
As usual, the food and service were excellent. The Rectory Hotel really looks after 
us. The meal was followed by some fun quizzes and had us all racking our brains. 
We were supposed to answer the quiz questions on our own but of course we all 
helped each other. The ladies have been very busy organising our 2026 
programme, so watch this space for all our future plans. Our next lunch is on 
Monday, 19th January 2026. Details from Maureen Stephens on 07552 233293.



Parish Council January
Parish Clerk Vacancy
Following the recent resignation of our Parish Clerk we have advertised the post and 
are hoping to appoint a replacement clerk for the New Year. In the meantime, we 
have made interim arrangements and are most grateful to Cllrs. Bullock and Butcher 
who have helped to maintain business as usual. You can continue to contact us as 
usual via the email address parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Meetings: The last meeting of the Council took place on Tuesday the 
25th of November. All meeting minutes are published on our website at: 
http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/ together with the agenda for the 
next meeting. There will no meeting in December and the next meeting of the 
Council will take place on 13 January 2026 at 7pm in Crudwell Village Hall. Public 
speaking is permitted during the first ten minutes of all meeting.
Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG) We continue to liaise 
with this group and are in dialogue with Wiltshire Council on our agreed issues list. 
We also note the splendid work done by Rommel Lane volunteer residents in clearing 
the ditches in their locality. This work is essential in helping to ensure that flood 
water can move quickly downstream. You can subscribe to the Environment Agency’s 
flood warning service, which will send you flood warning alerts by phone, text or 
email. You can request these updates by following this link; https://www.gov.uk/get-
flood-warnings . If you wish for further information re FLAG,  email 
crudwellflag@gmail.com 

What’s on in Crudwell
As you may be aware the Parish Council has for the past year taken over 
responsibility for the publication of WOIC which we see as a vital means of 
communication in our community. We are grateful to Katie Hawkins, our volunteer 
editor and to Cllr. Charlotte Bullock who manages distribution. Having reviewed the 
costs and income associated with publishing the journal the Parish Council decided at 
its last meeting that the advertising tariff should not be increased but could be held 
at the current rates for 2026. This has been made possible by our editor’s success in 
recruiting new advertisers resulting in an almost break-even financial position. If you 
wish to advertise your business in WOIC if you are not currently doing so, then please 
contact Katie at  woicrudwell@gmail.com .

My-Crudwell mailing list
You can join the mailing list to get notification of community events and the 
Neighbourhood Plan by following this link. 
https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/
Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
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Neighbourhood Plan January

2031 Neighbourhood Plan Allocation; Tuners Lane
The Planning Application for this site which was allocated in the 2021 made 
Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan remains under consideration by Wiltshire Council.
2038 Neighbourhood Plan Review
POTENTIAL HOUSING SITES AND VILLAGE SPEED LIMIT
• Many thanks to those of you who completed our survey to seek your opinions 

on the potential housing sites for allocation in the new Neighbourhood Plan. 
The survey has now closed; the results are being analysed and considered 
along with the technical evidence on sustainability and fit with our 
requirements for affordable housing and design. This work will produce a draft 
policy for site allocation in our developing plan which we will share with you in 
the next formal consultation, Regulation 14, which will take place early in the 
New Year.

• We must allocate up to 39 new houses in Crudwell in order to meet the new 
Government Housing targets and if we do not do this and complete our new 
Neighbourhood Plan, we will be at serious risk of facing much larger unwanted 
speculative applications from developers given the poor housing supply 
position of Wiltshire Council. 

• Many of you also responded to the idea to seek a reduction in the speed limit 
through the village to 20 MPH. There was a mixed response with respondents 
marginally in favour of the proposal (55%). The Parish Council has also 
requested an extension of the limit on the A429 to the South of the village 
beyond the Murcott junction.

• A first draft of the Strategic Environmental Assessment required for our 
proposed site allocations has now been delivered to the working group for 
review. The document which will form an important part of the new 
Neighbourhood Plan will help inform the selection of our sites for housing.

• Further to our recent further meeting with the representatives of the Parish 
Council, School Governors, Headteacher, Crudwell Church and residents which 
took place on the 19th of November, there have been initial discussions with 
the landowners, the Diocese of Bristol. We are waiting for a response from the 
Diocese to the proposal to provide an additional parking facility for the school 
and parents in part of the Glebelands field adjacent to the school. The scheme 
is part of a plan for potential measures to tackle the congestion and safety 
hazards caused by parking at school drop off and pick up times. The scheme 
includes the provision of a new safe pedestrian access to the school playing 
fields via an upgraded footpath CRUD7 with a new pedestrian bridge over the 
Swillbrook.

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley, Chairman, Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group



Short Mat Bowls

Badminton

Crudwell Badminton Club welcomes players of all abilities to its Monday evening 
sessions at the Village Hall. Don’t worry if you’ve never played before – we are 
happy to teach! If you’d like to join us for an evening free of charge, email 
hilarywarner62@gmail.com.

Now the festivities are over, and you need some exercise, why not try your hand 
at Short Mat bowls? We will even throw in a chocolate biscuit and drink (non 
alcoholic) of course, at half-time.
Want to know more? Please contact Anita @ anitahill.smith@gmail.com or 
07977566883. Times are on the back page.

Our lovely club meets at Crudwell Village Hall on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.00 for a 7.30 start. This month on the 21st , we  will be welcoming a visitor 
from The Tetbury Flower Company who will be speaking about dahlias. Do join us to 
find out more about these fascinating plants. 
If you are new to the Flower Club, your first visit is free. 
Cathy Carroll 07703299277 carollcath@aol.com

North Wilts Flower Club

mailto:hilarywarner62@gmail.com
mailto:anitahill.smith@gmail.com


Greetings from All Saints Church

That ache might just be a wake-up call from God.

As I found out last week, toothache is small compared to the rest of the body, yet 
when it flares up, it demands our full attention. We cannot ignore it. It interrupts 
our sleep, our meals, and our thoughts. The discomfort is disproportional and can 
ruin our whole day. 

Perhaps we try initially to brave it out or hope that the ache will go away.
Next, we might check out traditional methods of pain relief, like cold water rinses 
and clove oil or even some brandy. Numbing gel and paracetamol help, but they 
don’t solve the problem. Pain points to something deeper beneath the surface 
and DIY fixes are unlikely to work. So, (forgive the pun), we ‘bite the bullet’ and 
seek out a professional. We contact the dentist.

In the same way, God sometimes allows discomfort in our lives to awaken us 
spiritually. What feels like pain or inconvenience may actually be His gentle 
nudge, reminding us to pause, reflect, and seek Him.  There is a parallel truth to 
be seen here. Just as we try to find a dentist to bring healing to our body, we are 
invited to seek out the Great Physician who restores our souls. Again and again, 
the Bible invites us to bring our pain and burdens to Christ, rather than struggling 
with them or hiding them (Matthew 11 vs 28).

We can learn to recognize pain as an invitation, not just an interruption. The ache 
is not meant to destroy us, but to direct us - to draw us closer to the One who 
offers lasting peace and wholeness. Psalm 147:3  says,   ‘He heals the broken-
hearted and binds up their wounds.’ Christians down through  the ages have 
experienced this.

After your visit, the dentist will probably  encourage you to adopt healthy daily 
care habits. Brushing twice a day and booking in for checkups help prevent future 
toothache. So too I encourage you at the start of this New Year to implement 
some beneficial spiritual habits.

Pause each day and give thanks for your blessings. 
Pray, “Where Lord are you using discomfort to get my attention right now?”
Pass over that burden and pain to Jesus. Trust him to deal with it. He is able.

With every blessing
Reverend Bob



WE HAVE RELOCATED to a bigger and better premises. 

The same team, in a bigger premises, with more services to offer!

Where have we moved to? 

You can find us at Unit 4, Whitewalls Industrial Estate, Easton Grey, Malmesbury, SN16 

0RD. Contact us as before on 01666 577 242 and service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk

Can’t get to us? - Free collection and delivery available 

We hope to welcome you to our new facility soon and thank you for your continued 

support.

Coffee & Chat
The Christmas coffee morning on 10th December was enjoyed by many friends and 
neighbours, who were well entertained by the Tetbury Ukulele Band playing and 
singing seasonal songs and carols.  A beautifully iced Christmas cake and other 
prizes were raffled, mince pies and sherry served.  The next coffee morning will be 
on Wednesday 14 January 2026 between 10.30 - 12 noon, when we look forward 
to welcoming everyone again together with any newcomers.  All funds raised go 
towards the maintenance of our church and churchyard.
Please contact Rosemary Williams for further information on 01666 575073

mailto:service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk


Parish Council and Community Report Nov 24

DIY



       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk

Come along for an evening of  big band swing with velvet 
vocals and foot-tapping rhythms.

The Big Brunch Band 

@Tetbury Goods Shed

Friday 23 January
7.30 pm

Tickets from www.tetburygoodsshed.co.uk
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