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VILLAGE

BULLETIN

BOARD 
See village calendar 

on back page for regular 

events

Marshals needed
24 Hour Bike Ride

20-21 June
See page 4 

Can you help?
Strawberry Fayre

11-12 July
See page 3

Crudwell Village Hall – lecture
12 May 

Élisabeth Louise Vigée Le Brun: 

Trailblazer 
More info:

www.theartssocietymalmesbury.
org.uk

woicrudwell@gmail.com

An Oarsome Adventure
Crossing the Atlantic in a 

rowing boat.
A talk by Chris Hodgson

Village Hall
Wednesday 13th May 7.00 for 

7.15
See page 6

Have Your Say

Consultation on 
Neighbourhood Plan
Extended to 25th May

see page 9 

The Post Office will be closed 
Wednesday 20th May
Monday & Tuesday 29th - 30th June 
Wednesday 1st July

https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
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Crudwell 
Strawberry 
Fayre

11-12 
July

The plans for the Strawberry Fayre are progressing well but none of it can 
happen without  your help!!

Please could you email Elizabeth on Liz.churchill@outlook.com if you can 
join us for 2 or 3 hours on the Saturday or Sunday to help prepare or 
serve the strawberries or help on a stall. 

We also need help on Friday 10th July to help the set up or after 4pm on 
Sunday 12th for the dismantling.

If you have a gazebo we could borrow that would be great

If you could bake shortbread then just follow the recipe below or contact 
Helen on pahcdawson@gmail.com. 

We would be grateful for donations to the cake and plant stalls and the 
tombola too!

So, lots of help required to make this truly unique weekend a success, so please 
offer whatever you can.

Any questions or if you would like to help in the teamwork, please contact the 
above or Angela on ajking23@live.co.uk. Many thanks

Strawberry Fayre Shortbread

200g plain flour
50g cornflour

175g softened butter and diced

75g caster sugar 

Put both flours, the butter and sugar into a food processor and whizz until 

all the ingredients come together to make a soft dough. Roll out onto a 
lightly floured board and cut into rounds using a 2 ½ inch cutter. Prick all 

over and place on a baking sheet. Cook in the middle of the oven set at 150 

degrees for 20 -25 minutes. 

mailto:Liz.churchill@outlook.com
mailto:pahcdawson@gmail.com
mailto:ajking23@live.co.uk


20- 21 
June

We now have 23 teams registered for this year's event and are looking forward 
to a great weekend! 

It’s good to see that the marshalling slots are filling up, but we have many more 
gaps to fill. The event cannot go ahead unless we have sufficient marshals to 
safely monitor the course. Our new digital marshal system is working very 
efficiently, and we would encourage you to sign up for your preferred time 
and location using the marshal sign-up link on our  website. If you would 
prefer us to sign up for you, please use the contact link or email 
marshals@crudwellbikeride.co.uk on the same website. 
Although the Bike Ride  may seem a very slick operation, it takes a great deal of 
work by many volunteers to make it happen. Please do get in touch if you can 
help in any way, either leading up to or over the weekend itself. 
We would also love to hear from you if you are happy to sponsor a mile marker 
or donate a raffle prize.
 For  more info go to crudwellbikeride.co.uk or contact Damian on 01666 575041 
or Elizabeth on 07742 594322.

crudwellbikeride.co.uk 

The Infant Thames Programme supports volunteers 
across the Upper Thames to monitor river health
 and develop restoration projects. It will provide 
training and equipment, and coordinate activities such as water quality testing, 
flow monitoring, and outfall surveys.
Locally, the Infant Thames Action Group (ITAG) is focusing on water quality around 
Ashton Keynes from the Thames Head to Cricklade and beyond, alongside 
activities such as River Fly monitoring and litter picks. With growing interest across 
the area, nearby communities, including Crudwell Flood Action Group, are also 
getting involved.
The aim is to better understand pressures on the river, from low water levels to 
pollution, and to involve local people in protecting and restoring this important 
stretch of the Thames. Stay tuned for more updates.
If you are out for a walk and notice anything unusual with your local river, 
landscape or ecosystem, please take a photo and send it to Ellie 
at ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org

mailto:marshals@crudwellbikeride.co.uk
http://crudwellbikeride.co/
http://crudwellbikeride.co/
mailto:ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org
mailto:ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org
mailto:ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org
mailto:ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org
mailto:ellie.pryor@cotswoldsriverstrust.org


Crudwell Village Hall 

As promised last month, work has begun on resurfacing, re-lining, and re-appointing the tennis 

courts. When finished there will be a shiny new surface; new lines for tennis, netball, 

basketball, and pickleball; a new basketball hoop and backboard; and movable posts for tennis 

nets and netball goals.

However, as also promised last month, this means the courts will be out of action for six 

weeks, first, to get the work done and, second, to allow the surface to bed in before use. 

Please avoid using them until all is complete - we’ll be sure to update people here and on the 

Crudwell Facebook page when it’s ready.

In the meantime, our outdoor table tennis bats, Pinky and Perky, have been in place for a 

while now and, at the time of writing, are still there. Remember, they like to be played with as 

much as possible and become sad if they’re not left for others to play with so please let’s take 

care of them. 

It also looks like by the time you read this there will be added some additional speakers and 

the input at the back of the hall for sound desks reconnected to improve the sound for all 

kinds of hiring needs. We can’t thank Tom Roberts enough for volunteering his time and 

knowledge to make all this so.

Team sign-up for the 24-hour bike ride in June (20-21) is pacing at even higher levels than last 

year, so it looks set for a fantastic event - remember to get your team and riders signed up and 

add your name to the list of volunteers for marshalling slots. Head to crudwellbikeride.co.uk 

for more.

Volunteers are what make all this possible, but many hands make light work so, if you feel the 

call to get involved, please drop me a line at chair@crudwellvillagehall.org.

Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee.

http://crudwellbikeride.co.uk/
mailto:chair@crudwellvillagehall.org


Crudwell Ladies
Our April meeting was a visit to The Police Museum and Courtroom in Tetbury, which was 

operational from 1839 until 1969 before moving to a site on the London Road.  It was very 
interesting to find out about the local history and to visit the cells which had two snoring 
inmates on display, plus 'shock - horror' a female criminal!  We treated ourselves to a delicious 

cream tea afterwards served at The Snooty Fox Hotel.

Our May meeting will be on Wednesday 13th  back at the Village Hall. 7.00 for 7.15

Local resident Chris Hodgson recalls his OARSOME ADVENTURE rowing the Atlantic Ocean and 
establishing a new Guiness World Record.  Find out about the highs and lows of rowing the 
ocean over 5 weeks and the gruelling routine of rowing for 2 hours and then having 2 hours to 

eat, sleep, wash etc!  Eat, sleep, row repeat!

Hosted by Crudwell Ladies and open to visitors for a cash fee of £3.00 including refreshments.  

Please bring your friends and husbands!  There will also be a cash raffle to be drawn after the 
illustrated talk.

Crudwell Ladies also meet for coffee every 4th Weds of the month from 10.30 through till 
noon.  Our next get together will be on Weds 27th May. Venue TBA as the Wheatsheaf might 
not be open. All welcome.

Contacts: Judy Paginton 01666 511370,  Margaret English 
511572, margaretenglish261@btinternet.com or Diana Hodgson 07817 242888 for more 

details.

North Wilts Flower Club
Our next meeting will be on May 20th  when we will have a new area demonstrator visiting us. 

Jackie Page is from Oxfordshire, and I am sure she will be very good.  As always, we will raffle 
the arrangements at the end. On 17th June we have Fleur White coming to do Musical 
Memories.

Don’t forget our trip to David Austin Roses on July 1st.  This is in SW  Worcestershire and as we 
going  by coach you will need to book. It should be good fun. It has a café and garden too so 
please bring your purses as there is lots to buy as well as see and smell.

Our meetings are at Crudwell Village Hall at 7.00 for 7.30. We have free coffee and cake, and 
your first visit is free.
Contact us nwvflowerclub@gmail.com or phone on 07866887851 for more details. 

Coffee & Chat

The monthly coffee mornings held in Crudwell Church are for neighbours and friends meeting 

up with each other. People new to the village are especially welcome .  There is a raffle. Coffee 
AND tea are available. The next meeting is on Wednesday 13 May between 10.30 -12 
noon.  Funds raised are donated to maintain the church building and churchyard.

Further information from Rosemary Williams on 01666 575073

mailto:margaretenglish261@btinternet.com
mailto:nwvflowerclub@gmail.com


Crudwell Pre-School 

Hello everyone,

The potatoes planted last month are doing really well! The children have been watering them, 

and we have marvelled at how big the leaves have got. They are so excited by the potatoes that 

we have luckily been able to get a potting bench where the children will be able to plant herbs 

such as basil and coriander. We will use these herbs in our cooking and also in our homemade 

playdough to add to the sensory experience.

We had Leigh Hibbs visit at the end of April to take our annual pre-school photos.  She always 

does such an amazing job, and the children have fun and giggle with all the funny tricks she 

does. 

We have opened our September register so if you would like your child/children to come to our 

wonderful Pre-School please contact me (Cathy) on 07986622191 or 

info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk.

Cathy and the team at Crudwell Pre-School.

Crudwell Pre-school (Charity Reg. No. 1186585) Crudwell Village Hall – Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Fridays - from 9am to 3pm for 2 to 5 years old.).

We had a really  interesting talk at Lunch Club on Monday, 20th April. The speaker related the 

stories of whales and dolphins and the human interaction. America has now decided they 
will not give displays of dolphins or whales performing as it distresses these lovely creatures. 
Boat trips out to see either dolphins or whales are now carefully monitored so that no harm 

is done. Also, and this is a really big change, Japan's youth have learnt about the beauty of 
these creatures and no longer wish to eat whale meat and the restaurants and butchers have 
so much in storage that they are slowly coming round to this way of thinking. It is the power 

of the people and press attitudes changing that is bringing humanity back to the treatment 
of these lovely creatures. We were really moved by his talk and wished him the very best of 
luck in getting this message across. The lunch itself was really  excellent and so was the 

service. The Rectory really does look after the Lunch Club. All details are can be found on our 
WhatsApp group or contact Maureen Stephens on 07552 233293..

Village Litter Pick
A village litter pick took place on the 12th April.  We filled 10 bin bags with the usual sweet 
wrappers, cans, plastic and glass bottles.  We located both the ping pong balls for the Village 

Hall table tennis set and some more unusual finds included some Easter eggs, bits of car, tree 
protectors and even a pull along children’s trolley (which is being donated to Reception class 
at the school!)  We were grateful to the 8 adults and 5 children who made up our litter picking 

army, thank you for giving up a chunk of your Sunday morning for your community!

Ladies Lunch Club

mailto:info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk


Parish Council May

Parish Council Meetings:  The most recent full Council meeting took place on Tuesday, 28 th of 

April. Minutes from all meetings, as well as the agenda for upcoming sessions, are available on 
our website: https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/.  The next Parish Council 
meeting which is the Council’s Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 26th of May 

2026 at 7:00 pm in Crudwell Village Hall.  Members of the public are welcome to attend, with the 
opportunity to speak during the initial ten minutes of each meeting.

A new Councillor: We are very pleased to welcome local resident Scott Thomson (Scotty) who 
was recently co-opted to our Council. Scotty, who lives in the village has already proved 
invaluable in helping to maintain our facilities including help clear overgrowth from the bus stop 

and repairing a notice board. We still have one vacancy for a Councillor, if you are interested in 
volunteering for this important position to assist our community then contact our Parish Clerk at 
parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk

 
Our Websites: We currently have two websites, Crudwell PC and my-Crudwell and have 
recognised that they are both not really fit for purpose. We have therefore commissioned a new 

provider to work with our team to provide one new site for the Parish Council. This will, we 
expect provide a more suitable, up to date and more accessible platform while also enabling a 
substantial cost saving.

Public Consultation  - Draft 2020 – 2038 Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14) 
A public consultation, which started on 1st March, is seeking to capture feedback and views from 

Crudwell residents has now been extended until the 25th of May at 5pm at the request of 
Wiltshire Council. So, if you have views, please do review the Plan and respond to the questions 
should you wish to. 

Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG): We are grateful to FLAG members 
for their voluntary flood prevention work clearing weeds from the Swillbrook, maintaining the 

brook and local waterways is vital to ensure that water can flow freely and to help prevent 
flooding.
We also note that access to a local water level monitoring device is available online, for 

information on this you can access the FLAG website at  https://crudwellflag.org.uk 
You can also, if you wish, subscribe to the Environment Agency’s flood warning service, which 
will send you flood warning alerts by phone, text or email, you can request these updates by 

following this link; https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings 
If you wish for further information about FLAG, this can be found by emailing 
crudwellflag@gmail.com 

My-Crudwell mailing list 
Sign up to receive email notifications about WOIC journal publications, community events, and 

updates on the Neighbourhood Plan—often before the printed version is available. Join over 300 
subscribers by following this link:  https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/ 
Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
https://crudwellflag.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
mailto:crudwellflag@gmail.com
https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/
https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/
https://www.my-crudwell.org/plan/signup/


Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan April Neighbourhood Plan May

Short Mat Bowls

Have you ever thought of trying Short 
Mat Bowls? We play at Crudwell Village 
Hall on Tuesday evenings 7.00 until 9.30 
and Thursday afternoons 3.30 until 
5.30.  We have all the equipment, and 
the first session is free.
Want to know more? Please contact 
Anita @ anitahill.smith@gmail.com or 
07977566883. Times are on the back 
page.

Badminton

Crudwell Badminton Club 
welcomes players of all abilities 
to its Monday evening sessions at 
the Village Hall. Don’t worry if 
you’ve never played before – we 
are happy to teach! If you’d like 
to join us for an evening free of 
charge, email 
hilarywarner62@gmail.com.

mailto:anitahill.smith@gmail.com
mailto:hilarywarner62@gmail.com


Greetings from All Saints Church

Disappointment can be very hard to deal with - it comes in all shapes and sizes, from small let-downs to 

great, crushing blows that change everything. 

It can be especially painful when all those around seem to be flourishing, when it’s completely unexpected 

or, worse still, of our own making. It can lead to feeling like we aren’t enough. It can also feel like God has let 

us down. 

I have found myself in this position – thinking I was on the right track, thinking I was doing all I could, 

thinking I was making progress, until suddenly a door didn’t open. I felt devastated, like my journey was over. 

With the help and advice of my very wise sister, I was able to look at the situation with fresh eyes and see 

alternative ways to move forward, and it has reminded me of something I often preach but in that moment 

of disappointment, I had lost sight of .... 

We make God so small

We see the problems and solutions of life on an earthly scale, and it can be very hard to accept that God sees 

a much greater picture than we ever could. We struggle to accept that a solution might be in the future, out 

of sight, or come from a very unlikely place. 

Jesus is clear about God’s approach to our concerns. 

“Do not worry about your life. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap. They have no storeroom or 

barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! See how the flowers of the field 

grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like 

one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown 

into the fire, will he not much more clothe you? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 

Do not worry about these things - your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well.”

When we are in the depths of our disappointment, that truth can seem very far off. But our God is a great big 

God. He loves his children and wants to do what’s best for them. He is also the absolute king of making 

something beautiful out of something ugly, so we can be comforted that, whatever situation we find 

ourselves in, these things are true:

God wants only good things for us. 

He can see a future we cannot even imagine. 

Even if we are on the wrong path, God can help us get back on track.

Even the most cruelly painful situations can be transformed by God.

If he really is Creator of the Universe, High King of heaven, Lord and Saviour, our problems are probably not 

beyond His scope to solve! 

That last one was the decider for me – if I truly believe all I say I believe about him. I will hand my broken 

pieces to him in full confidence that he can put me back together in an even more beautiful way. 

Life will never be without disappointments, but however keen the pain, God is with us in those moments, 

and we are freely and warmly encouraged to lean on him – He is more than big enough to shoulder our 

cares, more than capable of transforming them, and loves us more than enough to want to.
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       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk
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