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VILLAGE

BULLETIN

BOARD 

See village 

calendar 

on back page 

for regular 

events

Strawberry Fayre Family Service
Village Green 

Sunday 12 July 9.45
Followed by 

Annual Teddy Bear Jump 
Church Tower

11.00

Crudwell Strawberry Fayre

Saturday 11 July 11-5
Sunday 12 July 11-4

See page 3

Lecture 
Crudwell Village Hall

The History of Kew Gardens 
14 July 

More info:
www.theartssocietymalmesbury.

org.uk

Advance Notice
Quiz Night n aid of

Dorothy House
Saturday 17th October
Crudwell Village Hall

Teams of 4-6
More details to follow

Crudwell Post Office closures 
Monday & Tuesday 
29th - 30th June 
Wednesday 1st July

4th July  4 pm  Village Hall
No charge 

Book via QR code or
gilawes@gmail.com

Got something for us?
Send it to  Katie Hawkins
Woicrudwell@gmail.com

https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
https://www.theartssocietymalmesbury.org.uk/
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Crudwell 
Strawberry 
Fayre

11-12 
July

As we look forward to the Strawberry Fayre, we are most grateful for all the 
support of the village.  If you are able to volunteer any of your time on Friday 
10th July for the set up or on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th July at the event, 
then please contact Elizabeth liz.churchill@outlook.com.

But just as important is coming along between 11-5 on Saturday and 11-4 on 
Sunday.

Join us on The Village Green by the school for strawberries served the special 
Crudwell way, refreshments and a BBQ. Come and browse the craft, cake and 
plant stalls and visit the church for the stunning art exhibition.

If you’d like to take part in the Strawberry Art Workshop in the church on 
Saturday or Sunday at 1pm , contact Dee bbbandgb@gmail.com for more 
information and to book.

And don’t forget that brave teddies of the village can do the parachute jump at 
the church tower on Sunday at 11:30-12:30.

Bring your friends and family and make this another wonderful village weekend!

Did you know………?

      Guests will munch their way through 150 kilos of strawberries over the 
weekend. 

     Crudwell’s First Strawberry Fayre was held in 1988 to raise funds for repairs to 
the Church roof.

     The inspiration came from the sister of a local resident, who held a similar 
event to raise money for Indianapolis Cathedral in the USA.

     All profits continue to go to the upkeep of our beautiful Saxon Church.
     

mailto:liz.churchill@outlook.com
mailto:bbbandgb@gmail.com




Crudwell Ladies Evening Group

Crudwell Ladies Lunch Club 

We are a friendly group who meet on the third Monday of each month at The Rectory, Crudwell 

for a two-course lunch with tea or coffee and new members or guests of members are always 
welcome.  In July our speaker is Mr. Bob King who will be talking to us about 'The Magic and 
Science of Soap Bubbles'.  Many of our members were entertained by his talk on Magic earlier 

this year, so it is nice to welcome him back to keep us enthralled again.  If anyone would like to 
attend, we meet at 12 noon for lunch at 1pm and please contact me for further details.  Pauline 
Shelbourn pshelbourn@yahoo.com.

Many thanks to Caer and her husband Alan for showing the ladies the basic rules of outdoor 

bowling on our visit to Malmesbury Bowling Club last month . We really enjoyed ourselves. 

Our next Crudwell Ladies meeting on Wednesday, 8th July is back in the village hall and one of 

our members, Gill Kelly, has arranged for Dr Phil Yates to talk to us about his experiences of 
being an expedition doctor for groups who are doing sponsored challenges to raise money for 
charity.  We are also meeting on Wednesday 22nd July at The Wheatsheaf from 10.30. - 12.00.

On Wednesday August 12th, we are planning an outing to a garden centre which will definitely 
include a cream tea and cakes. Most garden centres have a choice of clothes, shoes and other 

absolutely essential items that you cannot live without. If you would like to join us, please let 
Judy or Margaret know (details at bottom of article) and we will be very happy to add your name 
to the list. 

Please contact either Judy Paginton 01666 577370 or Margaret English 01666 577572 
margaretenglish261@btinternet.com  for more details.

Sometimes when you do the same thing over and over it 
can become monotonous- not the case apparently with this 
fantastic event! 

The sun shone, over 240 riders cycled the course for 29 teams, completing 1322 
laps (9254 miles) and as our Saturday MC Pete Golding said  "It's the same and 
yet it's bigger and better than ever!" and he designed the course and was part of 
the creative team back in 1989!

 We do not as yet have a final figure for amount raised, as all teams are still 
receiving sponsorship on JustGiving.  Our HUGE thanks go out to all the 
wonderful volunteers and sponsors  within the Crudwell community for helping 
to make this such a unique and successful event.  We also truly appreciate the 
kindness of Bernie and Mary Tidmarsh, who kindly agree to let us take over their 
driveway and paddock for the event.
We will have more info re final totals and date for next year in future editions of 
WOIC.         The Bike Ride Committee

mailto:pshelbourn@yahoo.com
mailto:margaretenglish261@btinternet.com




CRUDWELL MULTI-SPORTS FACILITY is now open again to play

Tennis     Pickleball    Netball    Basketball 

➢ PLEASE, NO WHEELS ALLOWED. They will damage the new surface, especially 
during this first summer. 

➢ There is no fee but a suggested donation for the use of any court for an hour is 
£10. To make a donation, just scan the QR code at the courts.

➢ We hope a booking system will be available soon – watch this space.
➢  Courts are booked every Monday 6-7pm for netball, and from 5-7pm Tuesdays 

and Fridays for tennis.

➢ Questions? Contact us on bookings@cvhrg.org.uk 

Crudwell Village Hall 

Once again, we bask in the afterglow of a fantastic 24-hour charity bike ride. Our sincerest 

thanks go to Damian and the whole of the bike ride committee, as well as every volunteer 

marshall, musician, caterer, marquee erector, first aider, course clearer, bike maintainer, 

sponsor, team captain, and rider, plus all the families and friends that support all these people 

in their efforts.

Among the many things the bike ride has enabled us to fund is our shiny new tennis courts. 

Unfortunately, the extreme heat we’re experiencing as I write this necessitated the closure of 

the courts as the surface softens in such high temperatures.

These temperatures are one of many symptoms of our changing climate and, as its impacts 

become clearer, we are planning to partner with the Flood Action Group and the Parish 

Council to start work on a community resilience plan to help us mitigate against 

environmental breakdown and adapt to its effects.

We’d like to gauge interest in a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing. In November 

2025, the National Emergency Briefing brought together leading experts to present the latest 

evidence on the climate and nature crisis to politicians and other influential people in 

Westminster. The People’s Emergency Briefing brings together people from across local 

communities to hear the evidence for themselves and discuss how to respond. If you’re 

interested, please reach out to me at chair@crudwellvillagehall.org.

 Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee.

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.ukTENNIS
mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.ukTENNIS
mailto:chair@crudwellvillagehall.org


Badminton
Crudwell Badminton Club welcomes 

players of all abilities to its Monday 
evening sessions at the Village Hall. 
Don’t worry if you’ve never played 

before – we are happy to teach! If you’d 
like to join us for an evening free of 
charge, email 

hilarywarner62@gmail.com.

Crudwell Pre-School 

Crudwell CE Primary School
The summer has arrived and as every summer the term is jam packed with learning and 

enrichment activities. It has been a busy couple of weeks with residentials taking place for the 

oldest children. The teachers organised two residential trips and both were a huge success. 

Children were able to enjoy a wide range of new and exciting activities whilst staying away from 

home with their friends. Behaviour was outstanding and the children were a credit to the school. 

A big thank you to all the staff who have attended both residentials giving their time and energy 

well beyond the school day to ensure this wonderful experience for the children.

Sports Day saw the sun shine. Children took part in a ‘round robin’ carousel of activities during 

the morning and this year the theme was football with the World Cup upon us. During these fun 

activities, children were competing for points in their House Groups and supporting their team 

mates. Over lunch time, parents were invited to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy with the children 

on the field. Finally, the afternoon saw the competitive races which decided the winners for the 

day. Well done to the Kingfisher House Group!

As with every summer term there is still so much to look forward to: Junior MasterChef, the 

summer production of Robin Hood and the Sherwood Hoodies, the school disco and much more!

The end of term is nearly here, and we couldn’t be prouder of our pre-school children. They have 

been on such a wonderful journey with us; some have been with us since they were two years 
old and we have had the privilege of supporting them develop during their early years. This year 
we also say goodbye to families who have sent their whole family to use and now it is the end of 

an era. All families are always welcome to keep in touch, and they will always remain part of our 
preschool family.

We had an open day in June which was great, but please feel free to visit us at any point if you 
would like a show around. You don’t need to wait for our open days.

Our September register is now open so if you would like your child/children to come to our 
wonderful preschool, please contact me on 07986622191 or 
info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk 

Cathy and the Preschool Team. Crudwell Pre-school (Charity Reg. No. 1186585) Crudwell Village Hall – 

Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays - from 9am to 3pm for 2 to 5 years old.).

Short Mat Bowls
Bowls have now reverted to our original time of 

2.00-4.30 on Thursday afternoons instead of 3.30- 
5.30. Preschool no longer require Thursdays.
Why not come along and give us a try? We have all 

the equipment and the first session is free.
Want to know more? Please 
contact Anita @ anitahill.smith@gmail.com or 

07977566883. Times are on the back page.

mailto:hilarywarner62@gmail.com
mailto:anitahill.smith@gmail.com


Parish Council June

Parish Council Meetings:  The most recent full Council meeting took place on Tuesday, 23rd June. 

This was the Annual General Meeting of the Council where officers were elected. Councillor Roy 

Hamilton-Lambley was re-elected as Chairman and Councillor Peter Gilchriest as Vice Chairman. 

Councillor roles and responsibilities were agreed and may be found on our website. Minutes from 

all meetings, as well as the agenda for upcoming sessions, are also available on our website: 

https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/. The next full Parish Council meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday the 28th of July 2026 at 7:00 pm in Crudwell Village Hall. Members of the 

public are welcome to attend, with the opportunity to speak during the initial minutes of each 

meeting.

Local Crime: There have, unfortunately, recently been a number of burglaries and thefts in the

local area.  

• A break-in  at outbuildings in Chedglow and an attempted theft of tools and garden equipment

• Theft of a Range Rover from Chedglow

• A break in and theft of cash at Murcott Farm Shop

• Theft of heating oil from a house in The Butts

• Theft of two trailers from the yard on the A429 south of the village 

• Most recently theft of 16,000 Litres of diesel oil from Carpenters Yard

This means we must all be extremely vigilant and mindful of the risks to our property and 

possessions. Many of us have invested in security alarms and CCTV cameras which can be used to 

identify intruders and to share information with the Police. While bespoke installations can be 

expensive, cheaper DIY solutions are available. We do have to be increasingly vigilant, while 

insurances will offset some losses, this inevitably leads to an increase in premiums.

Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG): The council continues to work closely 

with FLAG and two councillors are members of the group. FLAG has recently also been active in 

arranging flood warning training for an additional eight volunteers to share the work of the flood 

warden in Crudwell. Having volunteers with specific local responsibilities will help ensure that help 

is close at hand in future flooding emergencies. The Parish Council is grateful to FLAG and to the 

volunteers for their commitment to our great unity spirit in Crudwell.

If you wish for further information about FLAG, this can be found by emailing 

crudwellflag@gmail.com 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN NEWS

Public Consultation - Draft 2020–2038 Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14)

The public consultation commenced on 1 March and concluded on 25 May at 5:00 pm. We 

appreciate the valuable input provided regarding the proposed policies. All feedback will be 

carefully considered during the preparation of the next version of the plan. At present, we are 

awaiting the formal response from Wiltshire Council. Further updates will be shared in due course.

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
mailto:crudwellflag@gmail.com


Greetings from All Saints Church

Bricked up Doorways
“Then one of them (i.e.1 of the 10 lepers), when he saw that he was healed,

turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He bowed down at Jesus’ feet and
thanked him.” Luke 17 vs 15-16
When I first arrived here, I was intrigued by the two holes cut through these large pillars,

either side of the chancel in Crudwell Church. I hadn’t seen anything quite like them
before. They’re called ‘hagioscopes,’ sometimes known as ‘squints.’ The term comes
from the ancient Greek ‘hagio,’ meaning ‘holy,’ and ‘scope’ to ‘see.’ They were designed

to give worshippers, if they were sat behind a column, a direct line of sight to the altar.
I theorised that the bricked in door in the north aisle, must be a ‘Leper Door.’ The belief
was that small doorways in churches, were designed to allow lepers to look inside and

observe the Communion from a distance. It is appealing to think that this may be such a
door.
But modern historians argue that many of these doors probably served simply as an

entrance for the priest or, even more simply, for ventilation. They caused unwelcome
drafts and required additional security so many were permanently sealed up when they
fell out of daily use.

The bricked in door and the possible connection to lepers in the past, links to the story
of the 10 lepers in Luke’s Gospel. Lepers remained on the fringes of a community,
shunned by everyone, because of their infectious condition. Their disease keeps them

at a distance, so, standing some way off, they holler at Jesus:

‘Jesus, Master. Have mercy on us.’

Their cry has a profound element of hope in it. They had to shout at Jesus in order to
make themselves heard, but Jesus didn't shout back at them! He goes up close, and

speaks to them, treating them with all the respect that any human being deserves. They
obey his instructions to show themselves to the priests and are made clean. I don’t
think we can imagine their shared happiness!

Only one of them returns to thank and praise Jesus. The Samaritan, on seeing what has
happened to him, is filled with gratitude, with awe – that strange mixture of fear and
wonder and joy. We’re not told why the others didn’t return. Perhaps, in the sheer

moment of wonder, they were so caught up in their changed world, that they simply
didn’t think of coming back to say “Thank you” to Jesus. Whatever the reason, they lost
sight of Jesus. Maybe we too have sat down metaphorically in a place, where we no

longer have a clear view of Jesus?
The fantastic news is that Christ never loses sight of us. He comes to talk with us
quietly, privately, and to great effect. Like the lepers, we have been ransomed, healed ,

restored , forgiven....We have been brought into fellowship and family with God. That is
wonderful.

Let this moment be a reminder to us to stop, look, call out, receive and notice what we
have received, to give thanks, and praise God.
With every blessing - Reverend Bob



Parish Council and Community Report Nov 24

DIY

Coffee & Chat

On Wednesday 8 July between 10.30 - 12 noon, there will be a sociable meeting in 

Crudwell church of local residents, especially newcomers and any visitors to our 
village.  Everyone is very welcome to come into the cool interior of the church to enjoy the 
refreshments and take a chance on the raffle!  All proceeds go towards the maintenance of 

the church building and the churchyard.
For any information, contact Rosemary Williams on 01666 575073.



       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk
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