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for regular 
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Tractor Run
In aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance

Sunday 9 August
See page 3

Quiz Night in aid of
Dorothy House

Saturday 17th October
Crudwell Village Hall

Teams of 4-6

How to Drive Down
 Energy Costs

Free presentation & discussion
 

Village Hall
Saturday 8th August

4.00 -5.30 pm 
See page 6

Got something for us?
Send it to  Katie Hawkins
Woicrudwell@gmail.com

Free Screening of 
“People’s Emergency Briefing”

A film and discussion
about our climate and nature 

crisis

Village Hall 
Saturday 12 September

4.00 – 6.00 pm 
See page 6

Also at Lea Church
2 September 

7.30 pm
See page 5

CPR & Defibrillator training 
sessions 

Local resident Gaz Owen Is 
offering free monthly 
sessions up to January 2027.
 
Watch this space and my-
crudwell emails for further 
details. 





Strawberry Fayre
Thank you so much for your incredible support of the Strawberry Fayre. Those of you who 

assisted practically in so many ways were absolutely invaluable and made the weekend such a 
happy time for everyone from near and far who gathered to eat strawberries, listen to music, 
meet up with friends and visit the stalls, view the art exhibition and take part in the art 

workshops. We are so grateful. 
We made an amazing total of £6,900 and this is a testament to the community in our 
wonderful village.

When the Strawberry Fayre was launched nearly 40 years ago, it was in recognition of the 
huge costs of caring for a grade 1 listed building, parts of which were built as long ago as the 
1200s. Nothing has changed. 

This beautiful building creates an important focus in the village for our celebrations of birth, 
marriage and the lives of our loved ones who have died as well as our regular community 
gatherings and worship services. Maintaining it is a joy but also takes hard work and creativity - 

part of which is the Strawberry Fayre. 
The fact that the fayre also brings the community together to have such a special weekend is 
such a wonderful thing. 

We look forward to seeing even more of you joining the teams and committee next year. 
You will be most welcome.
With grateful thanks, the Strawberry Fayre team

24 Hour Bike Ride
The 29 teams who took part in this year's event raised £15,500 between them, 80% of which 

goes to the chosen charities of the individual teams.  The remaining 20% plus the Gift Aid from 
donations mean that for this year the resulting profit to Crudwell Village Hall and Recreation 
Ground is just over £8000, which is a fantastic result and the Bike Ride committee would like 

to thank all those who played a part in this for their huge contribution.
The date for next year's event is 19th/20th June 2027, so please put this in your diaries!

Tractor Run in aid of Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance    Sunday 9th August 2026

The run will leave Crudwell Court Farm SN16 9EW at 9.45 am. We will provide bacon rolls and 

tea/coffee from 9.00 am. Bring your own food for the lunch stop.
Cost is £25 on the day. Cheques to be made out to Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
All tractors to have insurance and tax for road use. You are personally liable for your tractor and 

any incident that may happen. 
Contact Phil Ward 07395 334441 for more info. 





Crudwell Ladies Evening Group

Crudwell Ladies Lunch Club 

Our August meeting will be an afternoon  visit to Westonbirt House and gardens on the 10th 

August.  We will have a guided tour of the house followed by a cream tea and then we are free 
to spend the rest of the afternoon exploring the gardens.  Our next lunch meeting will be on the 
21st September at The Rectory and if anyone would like to join us, please get in touch.

Pauline Shelbourn pshelbourn@yahoo.com

At our July meeting Dr Phil Yates described his experiences of being an expedition doctor for 
groups who are doing sponsored challenges to raise money for charity. It was an absolutely 

fascinating talk, and much to his delight, on occasions his family joined  him. These adventures 
included getting to base camp at Everest. He certainly had some tricky moments when one or 
two of these climbers omitted to tell him about previous health scares, but luckily none of these 

ended in tragedy. His slides brought everything to life. I’m not sure that many of us were 
inspired to join in these events, but it was thrilling to see and hear about these experiences, and 
a lot of money has been raised for charity.

On Wednesday August 12th, we are having an outing to a garden centre which will definitely 
include a cream tea and cakes. Most garden centres have a choice of clothes, shoes and other 
absolutely essential items that you cannot live without. I am sure a plant or two will be brought 

home as well. If you would like to join us, please let Judy or Margaret know (details at bottom of 
article) and we will be very happy to add your name to the list and sort out transport. 
Don’t forget that we are also meeting at The Wheatsheaf on Wednesday 26 th August at 10.30. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Please contact either Judy Paginton 01666 577370 or Margaret English 01666 577572 

margaretenglish261@btinternet.com  for more details.

mailto:pshelbourn@yahoo.com
mailto:margaretenglish261@btinternet.com


Crudwell Village Hall 

While the committee takes a well-earned break from meetings during August, the amount of 

activity at the hall is, if anything, growing.
During the summer, roof works will be taking place to fix leaks before the rain returns, 
assuming it will eventually.

The new-look multi-sports facility is in regular use, which is wonderful to see, though the 
ongoing heat storms have meant periods where they have had to be shut to protect the 
surface in its early months.

With a potential pump track now fully on the shelf as a sensible investment, we’re instead 
planning to install a zip wire in the space at the bottom of the field. Investigations will begin 
when we meet again in early September.

And there are some significant free events taking place at the hall in the next two months. 
First, local architectural designer Gary Lawes is thankfully repeating his talk on how people can 
learn from his own experiences and experiments to drive down their home energy costs. This 

time though, actor Jason Durr (Heartbeat, Casualty, and more) will be there to introduce him! 
You can find details in this edition of WOIC.
Second, and especially thanks to a couple of volunteers from Friends of Crudwell School 

following last month’s issue, we have set a date for our own screening of the People’s 
Emergency Briefing. The screening aims to bring people together to hear the evidence on the 
climate and nature crisis for themselves and discuss how to respond. This will take place at the 

hall from 4pm-6pm on Saturday, 12th September. 
Scan the QR code for tickets and details. Alternatively, there will be 
more details in September’s WOIC.

If you’re interested in any of these activities and in helping us in any of our work, please reach 
out to me at chair@crudwellvillagehall.org.

Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee.

mailto:chair@crudwellvillagehall.org


CSCF: Strengthening Security and Community Awareness in 

Crudwell

Crudwell is a close-knit rural community and like many villages across the Cotswolds, it faces 

increasing pressure from organised rural crime, travelling offenders, and opportunistic thefts 

targeting farms, outbuildings, vehicles, and isolated properties. While the village benefits from 

strong neighbourly ties and an active Parish Council, the speed at which incidents now unfold 

means communities need faster, smarter ways to share information.

The Cotswolds Security Collaboration Forum (CSCF) was created to meet exactly that need.

CSCF is a free, community-driven intelligence network  connecting residents, farms, estates, 

small businesses, and rural organisations across the region. When something happens - 

suspicious activity, attempted theft, a vehicle scouting lanes, or a confirmed crime - members 

can “light the beacon” and alert others immediately. This rapid sharing of detail helps 

neighbouring communities stay ahead of offenders who often move quickly from village to 

village.

Crudwell sits on key routes frequently used by travelling criminals, making early warnings 

especially valuable. Recent incidents in surrounding parishes show how quickly information can 

prevent further losses when shared promptly and accurately.

The Forum is not a replacement for Neighbourhood Watch or the Police - it supports and 

strengthens both. CSCF focuses on practical, real-time intelligence: vehicle descriptions, timings, 

behaviour patterns, and location-specific risks. Members also receive guidance on rural security, 

crime trends, and protective measures relevant to farms, equine businesses, workshops, and 

private homes.

Joining takes less than a minute, and there is no cost, no obligation, and no public posting. It is 

simply a secure way for local people to help protect one another.

Crudwell has always been a community that looks out for its neighbours. CSCF builds on that 

tradition - giving residents the tools to stay informed, stay connected, and stay ahead of those 

who target rural areas.

To join the CSCF or learn more, please visit  info@cscf.co.uk

Coffee & Chat

The next coffee morning date is Wednesday 12 August, 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon, in Crudwell Church 

and everyone, neighbours, visitors and friends, is very welcome.  Refreshments are available, a 
raffle held and all proceeds help maintain the building itself and the churchyard.
Contact Rosemary Williams on 01666 575073 for more information.

mailto:info@cscf.co.uk


Badminton
Crudwell Badminton Club welcomes 

players of all abilities to its Monday 
evening sessions at the Village Hall. 
Don’t worry if you’ve never played 

before – we are happy to teach! If you’d 
like to join us for an evening free of 
charge, email 

hilarywarner62@gmail.com.

Short Mat Bowls
Bowls have now reverted to our original time of 

2.00-4.30 on Thursday afternoons instead of 3.30- 
5.30. Please note there is no session on August 6th. 
Why not come along and give us a try? We have all 

the equipment and the first session is free.
contact Anita @ anitahill.smith@gmail.com or 
07977566883. Times are on the back page.

What a summer it has been! We normally crave dry sunny weather at this time of year but in 

future we may be careful what we wish for… It certainly has been a challenge keeping our garden 

flowers and foliage fresh and thriving, ourselves too. Even more so for farmers, growers and 

wildlife. 

That said, the roses and companion planting at the David Austin Rose Gardens in Shropshire, 

looked superb when we visited on July 1st. It was an excellent day out by coach. As well as several 

gardens to explore, we had a guide who explained and demonstrated the lengthy process behind 

the scenes to breed a new rose variety. Time also to enjoy the cafe, garden centre and gift shop. 

Our next event is a workshop led by Coral Gardiner, National Demonstrator, in which we hope to 

improve our skills in making pedestal arrangements. This will be held on Saturday 8th August at 

Crudwell Village Hall from 9.30am to 1pm and is suitable for all levels of expertise. We will hold 

our (short) AGM on 16th September, followed by a talk and demonstration by Jennie from 

Halliesphere using environmentally friendly flower holders. At this meeting we also publish our 

varied new programme for 2027 which will include talks, workshops, and demonstrations, mostly 

on the third Wednesday of the month, 7pm for 7.30pm, at Crudwell Village Hall, SN16 9HB. Also 

save the date for this year’s main annual event, an Open Meeting at Malmesbury Town Hall on 

Wednesday 18th November with National Demonstrator Nick Grounds.

For more information, please visit our Facebook page – North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club, our 

website northwiltshirevillagesflowerclub.co.uk or contact us by email -  nwvflowerclub@ 

gmail.com. We hope to see you soon. 

North Wilts Flower Club

mailto:hilarywarner62@gmail.com
mailto:anitahill.smith@gmail.com


Parish Council & Neighbourhood Plan August

Parish Council Meetings:  The most recent full Council meeting took place on Tuesday, 28th of 

July. Minutes from all meetings, as well as the agenda for upcoming sessions, are available on 

our website: https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/  We are pleased to have co-

opted parishioner Nicola Bailey to the Council which means that we have a full complement of 

nine councillors and there are therefore no vacancies. The next full Parish Council meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday the 25th of August 2026 at 7:00 pm in Crudwell Village Hall. Members of 

the public are welcome to attend, with the opportunity to speak during the initial ten minutes of 

each meeting.

Minor repairs have been completed on the play equipment and outdoor gym at the village hall 

recreation ground. Two swings are temporarily unavailable due to broken seats, but 

replacements are on order and should be installed soon. If you notice any issues with the 

outdoor gym or children’s play equipment, please contact the Parish Clerk at 

parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk.

Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG): The council continues to work closely 

with Crudwell FLAG and three councillors are members of the group and report to the Council as 

a standing item on the agenda. We are grateful to FLAG volunteers for their work to help keep 

our waterways clear. There is a separate report from Crudwell FLAG in this journal and for 

further information you can email at; crudwellflag@gmail.com 

Speed Limits Survey: We are grateful to those of you who responded to the recent survey on 

speed limits in our village with your views on their effectiveness, potential reduction and 

extension to south of the village on the A429. The results of the survey, which are being 

reported to the Parish Council shortly will help to inform our recommendations to Wiltshire 

Council. We will report the findings in the next edition of this journal.

Neighbourhood Plan News: Public Consultation - Draft 2020–2038 Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan 

(Regulation 14)We have now received the formal response to the draft Plan from Wiltshire 

Council which enables us to complete the next version for submission. Much of this work is 

technical, requires input from Council Officials and others and is therefore time consuming. It is 

though, particularly important that the Plan is robust and acceptable to a Government Examiner 

in order to help us prevent large unwanted speculative planning applications at a time when 

Wiltshire Council has a significant housing reserve shortfall and no Local Plan. Further updates 

will be shared in due course.

My-Crudwell mailing list : Sign up to receive email notifications about WOIC journal publications, 

community events, and updates on the Neighbourhood Plan—often before the printed version is 

available. Join over 300 subscribers by following this link:  https://www.my-

crudwell.org/plan/signup/ . We should inform you that when you sign up you can opt to receive 

updates from “Crudwell Community” about local news and issues, “Crudwell Neighbourhood 

Plan” with news about the developing new Plan or both feeds. Crudwell Parish Council will only 

keep your details to inform you about these issues and will not share your information. We are 

governed by GDPR and you will find our Privacy Policy on our website at https://www.crudwell-

pc.gov.uk/content/uploads/CPC-IT-Policy.pdf 

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
https://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/minutes/
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FLAG volunteers have cleared and removed weeds from key streams and ditches            

 in the parish in recent weeks including watercourses on the Village Green and in 
 front of the school,  the Swill Brook on Post Office Green and along parts of 

  Tuners and Rommel Lanes, and the Butts stream next to the Butts play area. 

Residents with a watercourse on their property including along their boundary are 
encouraged to be prepared for the rainy season and should contact the FLAG if they need any 
advice or help.

Managing watercourses isn't just about volunteering inside the village, and many farmers and 
landowners go to much greater effort to take care of watercourses and the natural 
environment around us. NGOs, charities, and initiatives that support farmers in our area 

include FWAG SW, the Cotswold Rivers Trust, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, and the new Western 
Forest. These groups listen to farmers and connect them with funding opportunities for 
nature- based solutions, including Natural Flood Management and Landscape Recovery. 

Farmers and landowners can contact these groups directly or can contact the FLAG to explore 
shared community concerns like habitat restoration and flooding.
With the help of the Rivers Trust, we are looking at how Sustainable Drainage can be adopted 

in a rural parish like ours. For householders, this is often about capturing rainfall not just into 
water butts, but also specially designed planters. For community buildings like the school or 
the village hall, it might be about green roofs, rain gardens, and tree pits. For Wiltshire Council 

it could and should be about modern approaches to rainfall management alongside our roads 
and footpaths. We are in the early days of exploring this, and if you could help pursue funding 
or pilot a project, please join the FLAG.

Wiltshire Council's Principal Drainage Engineer recently confirmed that he will return to 
Crudwell with a colleague to walk around and review drainage issues. The FLAG prepared the 
list of issues last year and will be showing locations at all ends of the village where 

kerbside improvements might be made.



Greetings from All Saints Church

Coping with the inevitable changes we all face in our lifetime Whether we 
welcome them or not, changes come along and affect our lives! Some of the 
changes are barely discernible, and we take them in our stride easily, whilst 
others will have a profound, ongoing impact. Changes in our personal 
relationships, employment (or the lack of it), finances, retirement, moving 
homes, starting a family, children growing up and leaving home, ageing, 
bereavement – all these factors play their part in changing our lives, just as the 
seasons change throughout the year.

 God’s Word promises that seasons change. When change comes our way, it is 
helpful to remind ourselves that all seasons will pass. God is still with us, and he 
will carry us through these changing seasons. Life might change, but God and 
his Son Jesus never will. Find peace in this promise. He offers peace in the 
shelter of his wings. The writer of Hebrews states that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. Because life is unpredictable, scriptures like 
Proverbs 3:5-6 encourage us to trust God rather than lean on our own 
understanding, to help bring peace and direction through our life's transitions 
and difficulties – particularly those unwelcome changes with which we must 
come to terms. Our circumstances and people are always changing, but the 
Scriptures remind us that God never changes, offering a foundation of stability 
and faithfulness in turbulent times. Joshua 1:9 states ‘Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.’ 

Remember, life will change, but God does not change. He also promises to walk 
with us into each new season. The change might not make sense to us, but God 
is working. Do not be frustrated by a lack of understanding. God is delighted 
when we express our trust in times when we do not understand what he is 
doing. The Apostle Paul, writing to the people in ancient Phillipi, wrote ‘Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every situation present your requests to God.’ 
We are to talk to God, pray to him, cast our cares on him. He will help us and fill 
us with the peace that surpasses understanding as we give him our worries. 
Paul also wrote to the people of ancient Corinth, ‘Therefore we do not lose 
heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day.’ This verse reminds us that even though change can be 
challenging in the flesh, God is working in our souls. We will all receive his 
rewards one day in heaven.

 Please feel free to contact a member of the ministry team if you would like 
prayer for any of the changes you are experiencing currently. Katy Bell LLM



Parish Council and Community Report Nov 24

DIY



       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk
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